
LAW 3: THE UMPIRES 

 

 

 

Selection and Changes 

 Two umpires shall be appointed (one for each end) to control the game 

 Umpires have to report to the ground at least 45 minutes before the day's scheduled start 

time 

 Only exceptional circumstances will allow an umpire to be changed. This new umpire will 

umpire from square leg unless both captains agree to grant them full umpiring 

responsibility. 

 

Pre-Toss Checks 

 Wickets are properly pitched (Law 8) 

 Creases are properly marked (Law 9) 

 Definition of the boundary and any immoveable obstacles within the boundary (Law 19) 

 

Agreement Topics with Captains and Scorers (before coin toss) 

 The hours of play and duration of game 

 Timing and duration of breaks in innings - lunch/tea/drinks (Law 15) 

 Which clocks will be used to monitor these times 

 The match balls to be used during the match (Law 5) 

 Boundary location and specific allowances if needed (Law 19) 

 

 



Game Conduct and Fair Play 

 All equipment shall meet with detailed criteria (Law 5, Law 6, Law 8, Law 40.2) 

 The umpires are the judges of fair and unfair play 

 

Fitness of Play 

 It is the umpires discretion as to whether conditions are safe for play to occur 

 Conditions shall be regarded as dangerous if there is actual and foreseeable risk to the 

safety of any player or umpire 

 Only in dangerous conditions shall play be suspended, unless it is not sensible for play to 

continue 

 This suspension can occur at any time and will start immediately after the 

umpires have decided a suspension is required 

 During the suspension of play, it is the umpires responsibility to monitor 

conditions until play can either be resumed or cancelled for the remainder of 

the day or game 

 Should an inspection deem the conditions to be safe for play, then play will 

resume as soon as possible 

 

Positions of Umpires 

 The bowler's end umpire shall stand behind the bowling wickets in a position which does 

not interfere with the striking batsman's view or the bowler's run up. 

 The strikers end umpire stands at square leg unless they are required to switch to a similar 

position on the off side however, they must inform the players before moving 

 

Consultation Between Umpires 

 All disputes shall be determined by the umpires. 

 If necessary, the umpires shall consult with each other if there is any doubt over the 

decision 

 The consultation over doubtful points extends beyond the two umpires to include 

consultation with scorers to maintain that essential information, such as runs, wickets, overs 

bowled are correct. 

 

Signals To Scorers 

 The following signals are used by the umpires to inform the scorers of their decisions 

 A range of signals are made while the ball is in play, such as 

 Dead Ball 

 No Ball 

 Out 

 Wide 



 Other signals are made after the ball has become dead, such as 

 Boundaries 

 Byes and Leg Byes 

 Penalty Runs 

 New Ball 

 Revoke Previous Signal 

 Short Run 

 Any signals made by the square leg umpire must be confirmed by the bowler's end umpire, 

who signals the decision to the scorers 

 

 


